CHAPTER    SEVEN
TELEVISION   ADDICT
WE HUMBLER members of the editorial staff were ignorai the true trend in The Daily Telegraph affairs. We had no that (as Viscount Camrose has revealed in his book Br Newspapers and Their Controllers) in 1927 the circulation dropped to 84,000. The reporters fulfilled only one eng ment a day, and, if it happened to be a dinner, were c politely notified by post so that they might have day off.
We did not know that the then Viscount Burnham, proprietor, who had agreed to go with the Simon Commis to India in the following year, had written to Sir Wil Berry (now Viscount Camrose), then editor-in-chief of Sunday Times, offering to sell the paper. There was sc thing like consternation in the office when, on Decembe] 1927, a notice appeared informing us and the world Lord Burnham had disposed of the paper to Sir Wil Berry, his brother Mr. Corner Berry (now Lord Kerns and Sir Edward (now Lord) Iliffe.
We thought of The Daily Telegraph as an unchan^ national institution, and were filled with doubts about future. Lord Camrose restored confidence immediately, addressed a meeting of the whole staff in the Memorial I Farringdon Street, convened as a compliment to ] Burnham, telling them that any changes he contempl would be gradual, not swift or drastic. Speaking person; nothing but benefit has accrued to me from this chang ownership. As to the newspaper itself, today's circula figures are eloquent enough.
Anxious to increase my experience I asked Mr. Watso transfer me to the general reporting staff. At the s time it happened that I had an offer to go on the (
118t app< if the greatest of all television pioneers would not ret just reward, did not make him relax his efforts to irn television. He continued experiments with big screens, c< and stereoscopy until he died in 1946 aged forty-eig
